Running Head: EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN INDIANA


1
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION IN INDIANA

3

Early Childhood Education in Indiana
Name

Institution
Early Childhood Education in Indiana

Every child is entitled to quality education from an early age. However, it is not guaranteed that every child receives it in a quality way in Indiana State. It is evident enough that improved early learning has long-term benefits for children hence this makes them succeed in school and future life. 

By the year 2015 Indiana State had not made preschool mandatory before age 7 or first grade. We have had cases where other states like Oklahoma and West Virginia have recorded a 70% preschool admission while Indiana stands at 20%. Reports say that some parents rush children into first grade not considering kindergarten.
Some causes of the delayed preschool admission, are the fees being charged for a kid to attend preschool classes. Some parents complain that the funds needed are quite a lot, so they better skip it and admit their children to first grade direct. Others complain that the fees need to cater for a full day at school while the schools release children after a half a day session. Also, some parents prefer taking their children to daycares that are unlicensed with poor hygiene, safety and education requirements leading to child harassment or even death as a case in 2009.

Another issue facing preschool education currently is the lowering of school starting age. Some parents are good with age five while others still complain about it. Some prefer schooling their children at home rather than taking them to a formal school.

Despite efforts by the state to offer aid and grants to low-income families, Early Childhood Education has not been prioritized on the families' list of needs. Some grants have been issued by the government to cater for preschool tuition, but it will take baby steps to contain each child with a school going age in class.

Several nonprofit organizations offer programs on Early Child Education in Indiana and the US as a whole. Early Learning Indiana has played a significant role in addressing the issue of early education. It provides advocacy, leadership and early childhood education services to improve the early learning scope in Indiana state continually. The nonprofit program bases its functionality on four initiatives: they operate high-quality child care centers, help families find quality child care. They also partner with teachers and providers to improve program quality and finally advocate for greater access to early educational opportunities for all Hoosier families.

In 2013 the organization created eight child care centers in Indianapolis and was regarded as the area's most reputable and qualified nonprofit child care provider. The organization has also been awarded by the Lilly Endowment to aid in expanding access and quality of early childhood education across the state through an initiative known as Partnerships for Early Learners. The grant awarded in 2014 supports quality improvement, capacity building, family engagement, workforce development and leadership efforts across Indianapolis. The latest partnership that occurred in 2016 is the one with United Way of Central Indiana. That helped to create and launch a coalition All In 4 Pre-K that engages families, community advocates, and business leaders working together to expand access to high-quality pre-K in the state.

The organization also caters for needs of children aged 3 and below in three areas in Indiana. It is something that most schools do not cater for. Because of the necessity of working parents to take care of their children while at work, the program came in handy to relieve them of the worry. With the help of nonprofits such as Early Learning Indiana, the status of early childhood education has improved in the state, relationships in families and at work have also been boosted due to the contentment they get from their children's development.
